
Creating a community 
of selfless leaders deeply rooted 

in Cherokee culture.

The Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute is a department of the Cherokee Boys Club 
and is funded by the Cherokee Preservation Foundation. 

The 7 Cherokee Core Values that guide all of RKLI’s activities 
and community involvement efforts:

ᎤᏩᏙᎯᏴᏓ ᎢᎦᏓᏍᎬᎢ
GROUP HARMONY 

ᎠᏓᏅᏙᎩ ᎤᏓᎴᏅᎯ
SPIRITUALITY

ᎤᏟᏂᎩᏓ ᎠᏓᏅᏖᏗ ᏚᏳᎪᏛᎢ
STRONG INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER

ᎪᎵᏨᎯ ᏗᎦᏓᎴᏅᎢ
SENSE OF PLACE
ᎦᎸᏉᏗ ᎤᎶᏐᏅᎯ

HONORING THE PAST
ᏗᏂᏲᏟ ᏗᎨᏲᏗ

EDUCATING THE CHILDREN
ᎤᎵᎮᎵᏍᏗ ᏃᎴ ᎤᏬᏨᏗ ᎠᏓᏅᏖᏗ

SENSE OF HUMOR

Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute
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Our culture and history are the finest teachers.
The Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute (RKLI) is the umbrella 
organization dedicated to providing culturally based leadership 
curation, cultivation, and inspiration for Cherokee enrolled 
members. The programs RKLI oversees are the Cherokee 
Youth Council, the Jones-Bowman Leadership Award 
Program, and the Right Path Adult Leadership Program.

During the development of these leadership programs, 
the community felt that the programs would be more 
successful if they were housed together. The Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation collaborated with the Cherokee 
Boys Club, which has its own history of leadership in the 
Cherokee community and region. 

But before discussing the programs’ details, let’s look at 
the man the institute is named for, Mr. Ray Kinsland, and 
offer a historical snapshot of the Cherokee Boys Club.

Ray Kinsland. A life dedicated to service.
Ray Kinsland’s belief in the power of education began with 
his own impressive academic achievements. Having graduated 
from North Carolina State University in 1958 with a BS degree 
in vocational education and a North Carolina teaching 
certificate, he returned to Cherokee to begin a career 
as a vocational teacher for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Cherokee Central Schools. Already clearly demonstrating 
a deep and profound interest in developing today's youth 
as tomorrow's leaders, he became instrumental in the 
organization of the Cherokee Boys Club.
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In 1968, he was made an Honorary Member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians and was given the name 
“Di-sde-li-sgi-ni-wi-ni” (ᏗᏍᏕᎵᏍᎩᏂᏫᏂ), which means “Helper 
of Young Men.” Mr. Kinsland has received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians,  
the Citizen of the Year Award from the Steve Youngdeer  
Post of the American Legion, the Order of the Long Leaf  
Pine Award, the Frell Owl Award, the Unsung Hero Award 
from the North Carolina High School Athletic Association,  
the Jefferson Award, and most recently an honorary  
doctorate from Western Carolina University. These are just 
a few of the numerous recognitions he has received for his 
dedicated service to the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
Cherokee Central Schools, and the state of North Carolina.

The Right Path Adult Leadership Program:
• Right Path focuses on Cherokee identity, values,
  and culture.
• In addition, participants have exposure to the broader
   world of American Indian and indigenous cultures.
• Leadership learning offers individual and group Ga-du-gi  
   projects to restore Cherokee culture and community.
• Right Path utilizes guest presenters from the Cherokee  
   community, as well as other native communities.
• The program, which runs for one year from October  
   through September, meets the second Wednesday and  
   Thursday of each month.

The Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program:
• Jones-Bowman offers guidance from established mentors 
   who provide unique learning exercises that help hone and  
   refine existing leadership skills.
• The program encourages involvement in the Cherokee  
   community and culture, offering participants the  
   opportunity to give back.
• It also provides participants the chance to meet and  
   collaborate with other students interested in becoming  
   leaders within the Cherokee community.
• Jones-Bowman offers $4,000 per fellow per year in  
   award money to fund various leadership opportunities.

The story of the Cherokee Boys Club.
Originally known as the Cherokee Boys Farm Club, the  
CBC (as it would later be called) was established at the 
Cherokee Boarding School in 1932. Two years later,  
the Cherokee Motor Club was founded. The Clubs were 
combined in 1958 and on May 4, 1964, the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians incorporated the Cherokee Boys Club 
as a nonprofit self-supporting Tribal entity.  

The Club earns its revenue by providing services for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Performance of these 
services provides full-time employment for our staff and  
on-the-job training for Cherokee youth. All funds earned by 
the Club are used for operational expenses, repayment of 
debt incurred for purchase of Club buildings and equipment, 
and for projects for Cherokee youth. 

The Cherokee Youth Council Program:
• The focus is on the traditional Cherokee practice of    
   Grand Council, where all ages have a voice.
• The program teaches consensus-based decision-making    
   in a wide variety of cultural programs.
• Youth Council provides leadership development and  
   community service opportunities.
• Participants interact in cultural exchange programs  
   with other tribes.
• International travel opportunities enhance development  
   of young perspectives.
• Young leaders can take part in educational conferences   
   and explore opportunities for empowerment.

To learn more about the Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute or any of its programs, please contact us  
at 828.359.5541 or info@RKLI.org. 




