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Siyo! Welcome to the Jones-Bowman Leadership Award
Program Newsletter.

2022-2023 Jones-Bowman LAP Fellows

Rocanne Teesateskie is starting her
first year in the program. Rocanne is
attending the University of Alabama.

Juanita Paz-Chalacha is starting her
second year in the program. Juanita
is attending the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Kevonna Tushka is starting her third
year in the program. Kevonna is
attending the University of
Oklahoma.

Levi West is in his final year of the
Jones-Bowman program. Levi is
attending his first year of graduate
school at Arizona State University.

Colby Taylor is starting his second
year in the program. Colby is
attending the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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What is the Jones-Bowman Leadership Award
Program?
Developed in 2007 to honor Principal Chief Leon Jones and Mr. James
Bowman, the Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program is designed to
develop Cherokee cultural knowledge and professional skills. Each year the
program accepts up to twelve new Fellows into the Fellowship. These
participants range in age and are from varying walks of life, but they must be
enrolled in at least 6 hours of higher education course work.
The program is open to EBCI high school seniors, who should apply prior to
graduating. The last open year for new applicants to apply is prior to the
beginning of their senior year in undergraduate study. All Fellows must be
enrolled members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. The program
year runs from June 1 until May 31 the following year.
Fellows are awarded $4,000 for use during the program year for their cultural
and leadership goals. Fellows are given a $5,000 budget for a group project,
which will be completed during the course of the program year. Mentors are
assigned to each Fellow to aid them in their undergraduate and professional
development. Mentors selected for the program are chosen based on their
success in their professional fields and the respect gained in the community.
The next application window will open from February 1 until March 31, 2023.
The Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program is housed in the Ray
Kinsland Leadership Institute at the Cherokee Boys Club. During the open
application window, you may request digital copies of the application from
Chris Reed at chris@rkli.org. Digital applications will also be available through
the Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute website at www.rkli.org/jones-bowman/.

Volume 2. Edition 1
Volume I. Edition 2

Summer Retreat 2022
The Jones-Bowman Leadership held their annual summer retreat at Lake Junaluska, North
Carolina.
This retreat gives Fellows a chance to hear from Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute staff,
selected public speakers and group presentations, as well as connect with their mentors and
each other. The Fellows participated in kayaking on Lake Junaluska followed by dinner at
Papa’s and Beer in Waynesville, NC.
This year, presentations included stories and a Q&A by Lloyd Arneach Sr. and a discussion
detailing the Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women social activism movement by the We
Are Resilient MMIW true crime podcast group. Members of the We Are Resilient group are
Sheyahshe Littledave, Maggie Jackson, and Ahli-sha Stephens.
Retreat workshops included group project brainstorming sessions and mentor/Fellow focused
discussions.

Lloyd Arneach Sr. speaks to
the Jones-Bowman Fellowship.

We Are Resilient podcast group and the Jones-Bowman
Fellowship.
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Summer Retreat 2022 - Photos

Mid-Year Retreat

Left: Kevonna enjoying her first kayaking experience.
Above: The group brainstorms possible group project
initiatives.

The group awaits the start of
the program.
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Exploring the World – J-B 2021-2022 Fellows Abroad
The Jones-Bowman LAP requires each Fellow to have a cultural and leadership goal.
These goals help them develop as professionals.
We here at the Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute encourage the Fellows to use their

Mid-Year
award funding Retreat
to travel domestically or internationally. Traveling helps give our

Cherokee people opportunities for new experiences and insights that they might not
have considered prior to entering the program.
This year, two of our Fellows, Nolan Arkansas and Zoie Lambert, decided to spend
some time studying abroad. Nolan spent a little over a month in the Czech Republic
and Zoie chose to study in Greece.

Zoie was able to research the medicinal properties of 6 total plants, 3 plants native to
Greece and 3 from our home here in Western North Carolina. Plants from our area
included our yellowroot, bloodroot, and elderberry. The plants chosen from Greece
included the olive tree, mint, and Siderites. Zoie found the plants native to Greece to
be more acclimated to a warmer, dryer climate compared to our wetter, cooler
climate.
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Exploring the World – J-B 2021-2022 Fellows Abroad
Nolan wanted to share our language with the students at FAMU International in the
Czech Republic. Nolan’s plan was to learn conversational Cherokee and
teach/demonstrate it to his university peers. He would also take time to learn
introductory/beginning Czech, which is influenced by Latin and German.

Opposite Page: The Parthenon in Athens, Greece.
This Page - left: Nolan Arkansas in front of one of Prague’s
many statues.
Above: Prague during the day.

While in Prague, Nolan was able to study film history and film production. He worked as the
writer, assistant director, and makeup artist on a short film titled Pickpocket, a film that follows a
young woman in poor financial condition who picks pockets to buy gifts for her lover. The film
starred Czech actress Marie Danci.
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Former Jones-Bowman
Fellow Translates a
Cherokee Tale for the
Children
Mike Thompson, former JonesBowman Fellow, has completed a
children’s book, The Story of the
Crane. Mike utilized his J-B
funding to complete this project.
The story is in English, Cherokee
Syllabary, and phonetics.
Translations are by Garfield Long,
Jr.
Illustrations and cover design are
by Justin Reed, and layout is by
Martha Wolfe.
Mike began working on this project
just prior to the pandemic, which
resulted in the delay of its
publication. The recent completion
of the book comes as the Tribe
strategizes opportunities to bring
Cherokee language exposure to
the mainstream.
Copies of the book were
distributed to New Kituwah
Academy, Qualla Library, and
local area schools.
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Important Program Dates:
• Mid-Year Retreat: December 19 & 20, 2022
• Application period opens February 1, 2023
• Application period closes March 31, 2023

The new Program Year begins on June 1, 2023.
For more information, please visit rkli.org/jones-bowman or email Chris Reed at chris@rkli.org. Find us
@jones.bowman.lap on Instagram and Facebook.
The Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program falls under the Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute and
is a department of the Cherokee Boys Club. The Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program and the
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute are financially supported by grants made possible through the
Cherokee Preservation Foundation.

